
College

Applica
tions?

EARLY DECISION
BINDING AGREEMENT -  A  STUDENT APPLYING EARLY DECISION
COMMITS TO ATTENDING THIS UNIVERSITY IF  THEY ACCEPT
THEM,  WITHDRAWING ALL OTHER APPLICATIONS.  

FALL DEADLINES
EARLY ACTION

STUDENTS RECEIVE EARLY NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE BUT
ARE NOT COMPELLED TO ATTEND THIS SCHOOL SPECIFICALLY.  

FALL DEADLINES
REGULAR ADMISSION

STANDARD APPLICATION TIMETABLE.  
LATE FALL AND SPRING DEADLINES.

ROLLING ADMISSIONS
COLLEGES EVALUATE APPLICATIONS AS THEY ARE RECEIVED
NOT AFTER A HARD DEADLINE.  SCHOOLS WILL CONTINUE TO
EVALUATE APPLICATIONS UNTIL  THEY'VE FILLED ALL THE SLOTS
FOR THEIR INCOMING CLASS.  

DEADLINES  THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

TAKING THE CONFUSION
OUT OF APPLICATION TYPES



www.commonapp.org

http://www.commonapp.org/


What Do I Accomplish atcollege?
DEGREES TYPES

ASSOCIATES DEGREES (UNDERGRAD)
2-YEAR DEEGREE  -  TRANSFERABLE TO UNIVERSITY,
NORMALLY OBTAINED AT TWO-YEAR COLLEGES

BACEHLORS DEGREE (UNDERGRAD)
4-YEAR DEGREE -  NORMALLY OBTAINED AT UNIVERSITIES

MASTERS'S DEGREE (GRADUATE/POST-GRADUATE)
2 -  4  YEAR DEGREES -  NORMALLY OBTAINED AT UNIVERSITIES

DOCTORATE DEGREE (GRADUATE/POST-GRADAUTE)
2 -  4  YEAR DEGREE -  NORMALLY ONBTAINED AT
UNIVERSITIES,  INCLUDES ACTION RESEARCH,  AY OR MAY NOT
INCLUDE A DISSERTATION

PHD/DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SUBJECT MATTER
(GRADUATE/POST-GRADUATE)

2 -  4  YEAR DEGREE -  NORMALLY ONBTAINED AT
UNIVERSITIES,  INCLUDES ACTION RESEARCH,  AY OR MAY NOT
INCLUDE A DISSERTATION

JD -  DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE (GRADUATE/POST-GRADUATE
DEGREE

LAW DEGREE OBTAINED AFTER BACHELORS DEGREE
MD -  MEDICAL DOCTOR

MEDICAL DEGREE OBTAINED AFTER BACHELOR'S DEGREE,
USUALLY IN PRE-MED OR OTHER HARD SCIENCE,  



STATE COLLEGES
OPEN ENROLLMENT (18-CREDIT HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
REQUIRED,  ENTRANCE TESTING DETERMINES IF REMEDIAL
COURSES NECESSARY)
TWO-YEAR PROGRAMS OFFERED,  OCASSIONALLY FOUR-YEAR
PROGRAMS

UNIVERSITIES (24-CREDIT HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIRED)
LIMITED ENROLLMENT WITH APPLICATION PROCESS
CAN BE TEST OPTIONAL OR TEST REQUIRED (ACT/SAT)
FOUR-YEAR PROGRAMS OFFERED
GRADUATE PROGRAMS OFFERED

SPECIALTY PROGRAMS
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS,  DESIGN SCHOOLS,  BUSINESS SCHOOLS,
ECT.

DEGREES (USUALLY ASSOCIATE)  AND CERTIFICATE
PROGRAMS OFFERED,  OFTEN DESIGNED TO LEAD DIRECTLY
TO SPECIFIC CAREERS

What Types of Colleges

are There?

COLLEGE TYPES



Bright Futures ScholarshipBright Futures handbook

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter1.pdf


College Entrance Essay

ESSAY TYPES
COMMON APP ESSAYS

7 COMMON TOPICS
1 .  SOME STUDENTS HAVE A BACKGROUND, IDENTITY,  INTEREST,  OR
TALENT SO MEANINGFUL THEY BELIEVE THEIR APPLICATION WOULD BE
INCOMPLETE WITHOUT IT .  IF  THIS SOUNDS LIKE YOU,  PLEASE SHARE
YOUR STORY.
2 .  THE LESSONS WE TAKE FROM OBSTACLES WE ENCOUNTER CAN BE
FUNDAMENTAL TO LATER SUCCESS.  RECOUNT A TIME WHEN YOU FACED A
CHALLENGE,  SETBACK,  OR FAILURE.  HOW DID IT  AFFECT YOU,  AND WHAT
DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE?
3.  REFLECT ON A TIME WHEN YOU QUESTIONED OR CHALLENGED A BELIEF
OR IDEA.  WHAT PROMPTED YOUR THINKING? WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME?
4.  DESCRIBE A PROBLEM YOU’VE SOLVED OR A PROBLEM YOU’D LIKE TO
SOLVE.  IT  CAN BE AN INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGE,  A RESEARCH QUERY,  AN
ETHICAL DILEMMA — ANYTHING OF PERSONAL IMPORTANCE,  NO MATTER
THE SCALE.  EXPLAIN ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO YOU AND WHAT STEPS YOU
TOOK OR COULD BE TAKEN TO IDENTIFY A SOLUTION.
5.  DISCUSS AN ACCOMPLISHMENT,  EVENT,  OR REALIZATION THAT
SPARKED A PERIOD OF PERSONAL GROWTH AND A NEW UNDERSTANDING
OF YOURSELF OR OTHERS.
6.  DESCRIBE A TOPIC,  IDEA,  OR CONCEPT YOU FIND SO ENGAGING IT
MAKES YOU LOSE ALL TRACK OF TIME.  WHY DOES IT  CAPTIVATE YOU?
WHAT OR WHO DO YOU TURN TO WHEN YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE?
7.  SHARE AN ESSAY ON ANY TOPIC OF YOUR CHOICE.  IT  CAN BE ONE
YOU’VE ALREADY WRITTEN,  ONE THAT RESPONDS TO A DIFFERENT
PROMPT,  OR ONE OF YOUR OWN DESIGN.

SCHOOL-SPECIFIC ESSAYS
MAY BE REQUIRED BY CERTAIN SCHOOLS,  WHETHER THROUGH
COMMON APP OR INDEPDENT APPLICATION


	College Applications?
	TAKING THE CONFUSION OUT OF APPLICATION TYPES

	www.commonapp.org
	What Do I Accomplish at college?
	DEGREES TYPES

	What Types of Colleges are There?
	COLLEGE TYPES

	Bright Futures Scholarship
	College Entrance Essay
	ESSAY TYPES
	COMMON APP ESSAYS
	7 COMMON TOPICS
	SCHOOL-SPECIFIC ESSAYS
	MAY BE REQUIRED BY CERTAIN SCHOOLS, WHETHER THROUGH COMMON APP OR INDEPDENT APPLICATION



